ACT III scene iii questions
Form a group no larger than 3 and answer the following questions about scene iii.

1. Why did the witches decide to torture the sailor?

2. List 3 things that they plan to do to the sailor?

3. What 3 ‘predictions’ or ‘prophecies’ do the witches greet Macbeth with?

4. Banquo asks for his own prophecies when he says “If you can look into the seeds of time… speak to me.”

a. Do you think he is being selfish or just curious or neither?  Explain.

b. What 3 ‘prophecies’ do the witches give Banquo?

c. How are these 3 different from those given to Macbeth?  Why would the witches do this?

5. When Macbeth insists “Stay you imperfect speakers, tell me more” where do the witches go?  Why?

6. What explanation does Banquo give to Macbeth for having seen the witches?  

7. When Ross addresses Macbeth as the Thane of Cawdor, what does Banquo say immediately?  What does this tell us about Banquo’s opinion of the witches?

8. Macbeth, once he understands that the original Thane of Cawdor is about to die and he is to become the new thane, says “The greatest is behind”.  What does he mean by this?

9. What does Banquo try to warn Macbeth of when he says “Oftentimes…the instruments of darkness tell us truths, Win us with honest trifles, to betray us in deepest consequence”?
10. What action is Macbeth considering when he says a thought makes his heart ‘knock at [his] ribs and make his hair stand on end? HINT:  it’s the fastest way to make the last prophecy come true.

11. Macbeth is a bit wishy washy after he considers how he can make the prophecy come true and decides that maybe “chance may crown me”, meaning  maybe luck will allow him to be king.  Why would he have this sudden change of heart?

12. In a series of lines missing from this edition of the play, Macbeth pulls Banquo aside and asks him not to reveal what they have experienced with the witches.  Why would he do this?  

