ARGUMENTATIVE TECHNIQUES
While persuasive techniques are often seen as manipulative , some argue that argumentative  techniques are based on reason and logic.  Below is a list of possible methods you could use if you lean towards using logic to sway your audience.

1. Experts – By using qualified experts as sources of information, your facts are seen as more credible.  For example, if you have a Harvard professor discussing the importance of  free trade, he is seen as more likely to be knowledgeable  and a reliable source compared to your old Uncle Vernon who claims,  “Don’t trade with them Yankees.” 

2. Statistics -  People are often prone to believe statistics and although numbers can be manipulated to your purpose, it’s often seen as credible proof of your point.

3. Logic -  If you can make a logical case using accepted facts, you are on your way.  Beware of false correlations.  For example if the moon was full in the week of Dec. 1 – 7th and 45% of Christmas shoppers do their shopping in this week, it is not logical to assume that a full moon causes shopping.

4. Facts -  Factual references make your argument ‘real’.  

5. Formal language and structure  Avoiding slang and hyperbole will make the reader think of the writer as serious and intelligent. 

A.
Read through the articles “Fast Food Not To Blame for American Obesity”,  and “Familiarity with Television Fast Food Ads Linked to Obesity”

Hilight examples of the argumentative methods listed above and label each method in the margin.  
B.
Circle the correct answer:


1.
The article “Fast Food Restaurants Not To Blame” suggest that:



a.
Parents should be the ones looking after their child’s diet.



b.
There is not proof that high calorie diets cause obesity.



c.
Taxing high calorie food will not curb obesity.



d.
Home cooking is the cause of obesity.


2.
The primary method used in this article is:



a.
Logic



b.
Medical experts



c.
A case study



d.
Statistics


3.
The root problem of obesity, according this article is:


a.
Government intervention in eating habits.



b.
People who overeat whether at home or out.



c.
The number of Americans who will be obese in 2020.



d.
The health costs of obese people.


4.
In the second article, “Familiarity With Television Fast Foods” the primary methods used are:



a.
Personal opinion and facts.



b.
Statistics and census information.



c.
Experts and statistics



d.
Government pamphlets.


5.
The second article suggests that:



a.
Obesity can be linked to television advertising.



b.
Macdonald’s cannot be blamed for obesity.



c.
Experts are divided on the question of obesity.



d.
Alcohol advertising has the same effect as fast food ads.

6. The word “sedentary” at the bottom of page 1 means:

a.    Media centered

b.     Active

c.     In-active
d.             Horizontal
C.
Write a paragraph at least ¾ of a page long explaining which article you found the most convincing and why.  Be sure to make direct references to the articles in your answer.  Remember that a solid paragraph will include the author and title of the article you are referring to.

WRITING ARGUMENTATIVELY – DO THE RESEARCH

A.
Choose ONE of the following topics to write argumentatively about:

Video games have negative effects on teens.

Video games are good for teens.

Social networking – Twitter,  Facebook, texting, Skype, etc = is harmful to teens and adults.

Social networking  has many positive qualities.

Violence/ fighting in hockey at all levels should be banned.

Violence/fighting in hockey should not be banned.

Canada is a racist country – you may agree or disagree.

Sports are more important than the arts.

The arts should have more funding than sports.

Hunting is cruel.

Hunting is not cruel.

______________________________ is the best snow machine ever  built.

Childhood vaccinations are dangerous.

Aliens are a very real and probable entity.
Rob Ford should not remain as mayor of Toronto.

If you want to write to convince me of something else, feel free but remember that you need to be able to research credible facts, stats and experts for your paper.

B.
BRAINSTORM – make a list of all of the important facts, stats or information which would be helpful to know in writing this essay.  Put your brainstorm below.

C.  Research your subject – Fill in the Collection Sheet.

You need at least 3 sources.  Keep a record of these sources.  You require facts, statistics and expert advice/opinion. 

D.
Write an argumentative article  like the ones you read at the beginning of this assignment.  Provide a title which clearly shows your thesis.  Include all of your facts, stats, experts and logic in your article.  This rough draft should be ready for Thursday

