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BRAINSTORMING FOR PERSUASIVE WRITING

PURPOSE:  TO GATHER AS MANY IDEAS AS POSSIBLE FOR YOUR ESSAY PRIOR TO WRITING YOUR GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

STEP ONE:  JOIN A GROUP OF NO MORE THAN 3.  ON YOUR TABLE THERE WILL BE A LIST OF ESSAY TOPICS.  EACH OF YOU IS TO CHOOSE ONE AND ON AN EMPTY PIECE OF PAPER WRITE YOU OWN PERSONAL TOPIC AND WHICH SIDE YOU ARE TAKING.  THIS STATEMENT WILL BE YOUR THESIS STATEMENT.

FOR EXAMPLE:  “SCHOOLS AND TEACHERS SHOULD NOT HAVE THE RIGHT TO SEARCH A STUDENT’S LOCKER”.  
THEN, DIVIDE YOUR PAPER INTO 2 SECTIONS:  REASONS AND OBJECTIONS.  THE REASONS SECTIONS SHOULD BE ABOUT 2/3 OF THE PAPER AND THE OBJECTIONS 1/3.

STEP TWO:  IN YOUR GROUPS,  EXCHANGE YOUR THESIS PAPER AND HAVE YOUR PARTNERS ADD IDEAS TO IT.  IF THEY SUPPORT YOUR THESIS, HAVE THEM ADD THEIR REASONS ON THE ‘REASONS’ SIDE; IF THEY DO NOT SUPPORT YOUR THESIS, OR HAVE IDEAS ABOUT WHY OTHERS MAY NOT DO SO, HAVE THEM ADD THOSE IDEAS UNDER THE OBJECTIONS SIDE.  
EVERY IDEA ADDED BY ANOTHER SHOULD BE INITIALLED SO THAT MRS. MAHONEY AND MISS WESTBERG KNOW WHO THE CONTRIBUTORS WERE.
STEP THREE:  CHANGE THE CHANNEL.  

WHEN MRS. MAHONEY SAYS “CHANGE THE CHANNEL”  YOU WILL LEAVE YOUR GROUP AND JOIN ONE YOU HAVEN’T BEEN WITH.  DO NOT MOVE IN PAIRS OR TRIPLETS SO THAT YOU HAVE NEW PEOPLE TO EXCHANGE VIEWS WITH.   HAVE YOUR NEW PARTNERS ADD IDEAS OR PUT A CHECK NEXT TO IDEAS THEY SUPPORT.  DON’T FORGET TO HAVE THEM INITIAL THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS.

THIS STEP WILL BE REPEATED AT LEAST TWICE MORE.

FINAL STEP:  YOU WILL RETURN TO YOUR PLACE AND LOOK OVER THE BRAINSTORMED IDEAS.  
NUMBER THEM IN ORDER OF BEST TO LEAST CONVINCING. 
 MOVE YOUR TOP THREE IDEAS TO THE GRAPHIC ORGANIZER FOR WRITING A PERSUASIVE ESSAY.
THIS EXERCISE IS UNDER THE USING AN ORGANIZER SECTION (C) AS WELL AS THE GROUP DISCUSSION / CONTRIBUTIONS SECTION (A1).  BE SURE TO CLEARLY MARK WHAT CONTRIBUTIONS YOU MADE TO OTHER STUDENT’S THESIS STATEMENTS.   

EVALUATION IS BASED ON YOUR ENGAGEMENT WITH THE VARIOUS GROUPS.  FLIPPANT IDEAS AND AMUSING TRITE COMMENTS ARE NOT THE FOCUS OF THIS EXERCISE.  

