COMMENTING ON THE NOVEL BLOG
HOW DO I GET THERE?

1. Go to Mrs. Mahoney’s homework site through the PCSS website.

2. Select the “More” tab and select the appropriate novel blog.

3. When your blog page comes up, find your name and post a comment to this section by clicking ‘comment on’

4. You must also respond to the Weekly Discussion Question by clicking ‘comment on’ and respond to one other student’s post by clicking ‘comment on’ by their post.
WHO HAS ACCESS TO THIS SITE?

The site is public.  
WHAT DO I PUT ON THIS SITE?

1. YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO RESPOND TO THE WEEKLY DISCUSSION QUESTION WITH AS MUCH DETAIL AS YOU CAN.  YOU ARE SHOWING YOU HAVE AN OPINION WHICH CAN BE BACKED UP BY INFORMATION FROM  WHAT YOU HAVE READ. 

2. YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO POST AT LEAST 3 TIMES WITH ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:

a. Pose a question which has you thinking.  It could be a What the Heck… type of question or any other question which students can respond to.

b. Post a link which helps us better understand any facet of the novel or extends out knowledge of a subject which occurs in the novel.  With this link, include a commentary on how it broadens our understanding of the novel.

c. Make a bold statement in the form of a discussion question which will require the class to respond with information/opinion on the novel or with connections to the modern day world.

For example, “The monsters of society are created by that society”
NOTE:  Your post needs to be one that other’s can respond to/discuss.  
3. RESPOND AT LEAST 3 TIMES TO OTHER STUDENTS’ POSTS – Your responses will be marked on the depth of thought and the evidence you present to back up that thought.

REMEMBER THIS ASPECT OF THE NOVEL STUDY IS PART OF THE PROCESS PORTION OF YOUR MARK (20% GOES TO PROCESS ACTIVITIES).  

EVALUATION SHEET

STUDENT _________________________________________________________

# OF WEEKLY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS ANSWERED ______________

# OF STUDENT QUESTIONS POSED

       ______________

# OF STUDENT QUESTIONS RESPONDED TO
        ______________

TOTAL



_______________

QUALITY AND DEPTH OF THOUGHT

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Depth
	Not Meeting Expectations

One-liner without any particular evidence of depth
	Meets Expectations at a Minimal Level
Over-simplification with only literal analysis rather than metaphorical.
	Meets Expectations  but would have benefitted from expanded explanation or less literal analysis.
	Exceeds Expectations

Involved and interesting.  

Obvious evidence of metaphorical thinking and application of through processes


CONNECTIONS TO THE NOVEL

	1
	2
	3
	4

	Not Meeting Expectations 

There is no evidence that the responder has read the novel.  Mere generalizations.
	Meets Expectations at a Minimum Level

Simple connections or sparse references to the actual novel.
	Meets Expectations but would have benefitted from expansion of examples from the novel or connections to the novel.
	Exceeds Expectations

Clear and detailed connections to the novel.


SCORE

_____________ ( number of responses) X  (_____________depth + ____________ connections) =

____________/56 marks

