COMMENTING ON WRITER’S STYLE  - WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?
Style is not what the author says, but HOW he/she says it.
“Many elements of writing contribute to an author’s style, but three of the most important are word choice, sentence fluency, and voice.

1. WORD CHOICE

Good writers are concise and precise, weeding out unnecessary words and choosing the exact word to convey meaning. Precise words — active verbs, concrete nouns, specific adjectives — help the reader visualize the sentence. Good writers use adjectives sparingly and adverbs rarely, letting their nouns and verbs do the work.

Good writers also choose words that contribute to the flow of a sentence. Polysyllabic words, alliteration, and consonance can be used to create sentences that roll off the tongue. Onomatopoeia and short, staccato words can be used to break up the rhythm of a sentence.

2. SENTENCE FLUENCY

Sentence fluency is the flow and rhythm of phrases and sentences. Good writers use a variety of sentences with different lengths and rhythms to achieve different effects. They use parallel structures within sentences and paragraphs to reflect parallel ideas, but also know how to avoid monotony by varying their sentence structures.

3.
VOICE
 A writer’s voice can be impersonal or chatty, authoritative or reflective, objective or passionate, serious or funny.”
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/few/684
Style in “The Gun”
While reading “The Gun”, identify 3 examples of each of the above elements of style.  Hilight the example and in the margin explain the purpose of using this element of style.

