DEFINITION ESSAY ACTIVITY – Groups no bigger than 3

FOR EACH OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS, DETERMINE IF IT IS OR IS NOT ART.  PLACE A CHECK MARK NEXT TO THOSE YOUR GROUP DEEMSART. YOUR GROUP MUST COME TO A CLEAR CONCENSUS ON WHETHER EACH ITEM FITS THE TERM. 

____
The Mona Lisa

____
a 4 year old’s drawing of a dinosaur.

____
2 lines painted on a wall. The wall is beige and the lines are red.

____
2 lines painted by Leondardo da Vinci on a wall in the Sistene Chapel.

____
2 lines painted on a wall of the Royal Ontario Museum.

____
2 lines painted on a wall and costing the tax payer 1 million dollars.

____
2 lines drawn on a wall behind your couch by your 2 year old brother.

____
a photocopy of the Mona Lisa.

____
a photocopy of the Mona Lisa which someone then draws a mustache on.

____
a photograph of you as a small child (taken by your mother)

____
an airbrushed magazine ad of Angelina Jolie.

____
a pile of metal with a caption reading Life in 1999.

____
spitballs on a clock.

____
a photo of the fall of the BerlinWall.

____
a photo of the fall of your backyard fence in black and white.

____
breathing.

____
a splatter of coffee on your assignment.

____
photos taken by blind people (Yes, this one really happened!)

____
A canvas painted by a gorilla by bouncing a basketball in paint.

____
A perfectly executed slap shot.

____
A body shop produced painting of Dog the Bounty Hunter on the side of your mom’s van.

____
A self-portrait in the dust of an ’82 Nissan pathfinder.

____
Dog poop on the sidewalk.

____
A photo of dog poop on the sidewalk.

____
Paper made out of dog poop.

____
Musical sounds made by a machine in a darkened room.

____
A quilt made by monkeys in a sweat shop in China (What! It could happen.)

NEXT STEP – Create a definition of art according to your group. Your definition should be specific enough to make all of your yes answers fall into its net.

FINAL STEP – 

a. Look up ‘art’ in the dictionary.  Find both its official meaning as well as its origin.

Look back over your list of yes and no items of art and mark those which would fit into this definition and root with a star.

