Describe something you can take apart or build. TELL  Next, write a poem which is a lyric about the same subject but we are not told the steps.  The reader infers them from the poem.  SHOW.

Poem #1

Earthworm

“First pin our specimen in place”

His words float across the dimly lit lab

And through the silver goosenecks.

My partner forces pins 

Through the bloodless body

Stretched taut as a rubber band

Across the black wax.

“Make you incision by referring to your diagram.”

The steel scalpel slices downward

Over bumps and chitinous material

Careful not to damage the subcutaneous organs.

“Pin back the skin and observe” he drones.

Dull steel impales the purple epidermis.

The vulnerable worm

Lies splayed open,

Its organs not the colourful hues

Of illustration,

But those of yellowish , brownish, reddish clay.

“Sketch each organ”

Da Vinci-like we draw,

Identify and label.

Our product a thing of beauty

Unlike the stinking specimen 

Alone,

Dissected,

Lying on a still tray of black wax.

Poem #2

Annelida CSI

In my makeshift morgue

Of steel and black wax

Lies the deceased

Stretched and incised.

Steel invades his body

Down his dark formaldehyde form

We stare at his inner workings

Prod his rubbery organs

He becomes a game of Operation.

The scorecard - an illustration we label neatly.

He has no outward contusions,

Or inner defects.

‘a perfect specimen”

a creature who’s become

the victim of science.

