ENGLISH 11 NOVEL STUDY  - SYMBOLS
THIS IS A MAJOR ASSIGNMENT!

SYMBOL:  When an OBJECT represents an abstract idea.  For example,  an apple might symbolize temptation or the teaching profession.

Step One:  For each chapter,  record any symbols you found within the chapter.  Include what that symbol might represent.  Record a quote as support including the page number.

Step Two:  Create a poster or visual which uses the symbols from your novel.  You are required to include at least 6 major symbols on this visual.  Feel free to use a computer for your images or create a slide show if you prefer.  Your poster/visual MUST include at least 6 quotations which apply to your symbols.  

Step Three:  Written Portion:  Write an explanation of each of the symbols you have chosen, being sure to include your quotation and connecting this quotation to the explanation.

For Example:  In the novel The Bonesetter’s Daughter,  Chinese calligraphy was an important symbol.  It represented the narrator’s connection to her culture.  When she was young,  her mother forced her to learn Chinese calligraphy and she describes how grudgingly she wrote “ in spidery letters” .  Her letters were not skillful and she didn’t want to write them, wishing to be outside instead.  She was not connected to her culture and wished to be just American.  Later in the novel,  she has mastered the language and the art of this calligraphy making beautiful characters which she know the meaning of.  Her skill in drawing these characters shows her connection to her culture and her appreciation of her mother’s insistence on keeping her culture alive.

WHERE DO I GO FROM HERE?

Start a list of symbols from your chapters including a quote and the page #.

When the novels are finished (By the end of Oct.) we will start to construct these visuals.  Feel free to work ahead of us,  keeping in mind the criteria.

WHAT IF I CAN’T DRAW?

You may use a computer or get a friend to draw for you.  This is not an art course, but you do need to represent the symbols in a visual way.  

