ENGLISH ELEVEN LITERARY TERMS AND DEVICES FOR UNIT ONE

Essays

1.
Narrative essay: an essay which uses a developed plot of a personal experience to support a thesis.  A narrative essay is told in the first person point of view.

2. Personal essay: an essay which discusses the writer’s personal viewpoint using his/her own life and examples. It does not require a plot, but rather relies on examples as support.

3. Thesis: The message which the writer wishes to convey through the essay.

Poetry

1. Alliteration – a series of words which begin with the same consonant sounds. For example “Sally sells seashells”

Ex __________________________________________________________

2. Assonance – a series of words which have the same internal vowel sound.  For example Colon Flow.

Ex ________________________________________________

3. Ballad – a poem of love, loss and death.  It is written in quatrains and usually has an abab rhyme scheme.

Ex ____________________________________________________

4. Cacophony – a series of harsh unpleasant sounds.  For example “ the creak and grind of her teeth”.  Also known as dissonance.

Ex _______________________________________________________

5. Consonance – a series of words which end in the same consonant sound.  For example “ the tight blast and splat of the bomb made a mess”

Ex _______________________________________________________

6. Diction – the particular words chosen by a writer for a specific effect.  

7. Dissonance – See cacophony

8. Euphony – pleasing soft sounds usually beginning with s or w.  For example “the sway of the willows was soothing”

Ex _________________________________________________________

9. Euphemism – a gentle way to express an unpleasant idea.  For example “She’s gone to a better place.”

Ex _____________________________________________________

10. Metaphor – a comparison which does not use like or as.  For example, “Her emerald eyes sparkled.”

Ex. ______________________________________________________

11. Mood – the overall feeling/emotion which the poem makes the reader experience.

12. Octet – an eight line stanza.

13. Onomatopoeia – a word which makes the sound it represents.  For example “buzz”.

Ex _____________________________________________

14. Oxymoron – two juxtaposed words.  For example “Jumbo Shrimp”

Ex ______________________________________________

15. Paradox – a statement which contains two true but contradictory statements.  For example “The more I learn, the less I know.”

16. Personification – Giving human characteristics to inanimate objects.  For example “The sun smiled.”

Ex____________________________________________________

17. Rhyming couplet – a two line stanza which rhymes.  

18. Sestet – a six line stanza

19. Simile – a comparison using like or as.  For example “He was as fast as a snail.”

Ex __________________________________________________________

20. Speaker – the persona who is speaking in a poem.  NOTE – the poet and the speaker are not the same thing.

21. Stanza – a set of lines in a poem.  Better known as a verse.

22. Sonnet – a 14 line poem written in iambic pentameter.

23. Tone – the voice of the speaker of the poem.

24. Quatrain – a four line stanza.

Short Fiction

1. Antagonist – the forces or character who opposes the protagonist.

2. Character – the fictional person in the story

a. Flat – one dimensional

b. Round – has several traits

c. Static - unchanging

d. Dynamic – undergoes a permanent change

e. Stock – stereotypical character particular to a specific genre of literature.

3. Characterization – the creation of the traits of a character.  Methods include:

a. Physical description

b. Thoughts of character

c. Actions of character

d. Words of character

e. Opinions of other characters

4. Protagonist – main character with a problem to solve.

5. Irony – twist or surprise in the plot. Three types:

a. Dramatic

b. Situational

c. Verbal

6. Theme – the overall message of the piece.  Theme is not a single word, but a statement of belief.  For example, love is not a theme, but “Love stinks” is.

7. Falling Action – the results of the climax.

8. Point of View – the extent to which the writer reveals the thoughts of the characters of the story.  There are 4 types:

a. First Person Point of View

b. Objective Point of View

c. Limited Omniscient Point of View

d. Omniscient Point of View

9. Conflict – the problem within the story.  Conflicts may be one of two types:

a. External

b. Internal

    10.
Symbol – when an object represents an abstract idea.  For example, in “The Interlopers” the wolves represent basic human nature.

