FILLING IN YOUR CORNELL NOTES – HELPFUL INFO:

1. Choosing quotations –  Choose a quote which seems significant to the play.  You need to record the quote and indicate why it is important.  The following is a list of reasons which you can use:

Character development

Plot

Irony

Theme

Setting

Imagery

2. In choosing which devices are present, consider whether any of these devices/ techniques are used in the scene:

Pathetic Fallacy

Foreshadowing

Flashback

Irony

Simile/metaphor

Imagery

Allusion

Anachronism

Soliloquy

Hyperbole

Symbolism

Aside

DRAMA TERMINOLOGY

1. Aside – words spoken by an actor to himself or the audience without the other actors’ apparent knowledge.  The purpose is to reveal the character’s secret thoughts to the audience or to create irony.

2. Anachronism – when a writer inserts an object or event in an era when such an object or event did not yet exist.  For example, the clock in Julius Caesar.

3. Catastrophe – the disaster at the end of a tragedy.  Usually this equates with the death of the main character(s).

4. Chorus – a choral speech from the actors which sets out the premise of the play prior to the play itself.

5. Climax – In Shakespearean tragedy, this is the point of no return for the tragic hero.  He/She can never return to what he/she once was.

6. Comic relief – a comic event which occurs after a tragic one. For example, the porter scene in Macbeth.

7. Exposition – the introduction of the setting, characters and theme.
8. Melodrama – an extremely exaggerated form of dramatic moment.

9. Monologue – a speech by a character to the audience to reveal his character.

10. Pathetic Fallacy – when nature/ the environment reacts to the events of humans.  For example, an earthquake occurs after the death of Duncan.  It is supposed to signal to the audience that an ‘unnatural’ act has or will take place to upset the balance of nature.

11. Resolution – the tying up of loose ends in the play. The ‘happily ever after’ moment.

12. Soliloquy – a character talks to himself alone onstage to inform the audience of his true thoughts.

13. Tragedy – a form of drama which ends in death.

14. Shakespearean tragic hero – 3 characteristics:

a. Begins as a protagonist of positive qualities.

b. Has a fatal flaw

c. Fatal flaw leads to hid death.

