METONYMY AND SYNECDOCHE
WHICH IS WHICH?


METONYMY  is using one word to represent a closely related idea.

For example:  I got a letter from the White House.

We understand that you actually got a letter from the President of the United States.


Below are several examples of metonymy that are underlined.  For each underlined phrase or word, write which concept or word it replaces or refers to in the blank following. The first one has been done for you.
1. The buses are on strike.

Bus drivers
2. The kettle boils .
_____________________________________________
3. The only solution is going under the knife tomorrow.
___________________________________________
4. The Crown has lost much of its power in today’s society.

_______________________________________
5. The pen is mightier than the sword.
__________________________________ and _____________________________

6. "Aragorn: You have my sword.
Legolas: And you have my bow.
Gimli: And my axe." - Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring, directed by Peter Jackson

________________________________________________________
7. He's got a Picasso.
______________________________________________
8. A Mercedes rear-ended me.
_______________________________________________
9. Oka was a major event in Canadian history.
_____________________________________________
SYNECDOCHE – using a PART of a WHOLE to refer to a particular object, group or person.  It can include when we refer to an object by the materials it is made of.

Ex.
He won her hand in marriage.   IN THIS CASE HAND REFERS TO THE ENTIRE BODY.  
In the examples below the synecdoche has been underline.  In the blank below,  identify what is being referred to by the synecdoche.

1. There was a  fleet of forty sails. 
____________________________________
2. "Get your butt over here"

_____________________________________

3. There are over fifty head of cattle in that strange and wild herd.
____________________________________________

4. The ranch hands were busy herding cattle.

_______________________________________________

5. He has many mouths to feed. 

_________________________________________ 
6. The white hairs on the bus snored when they slept.

_______________________________________________

7. There sits my animal guarding the door to the hen house. 
_______________________________________________

8. As the strings warmed up,  the conductor took his place.

______________________________________________

9. I used plastic rather than cash to pay for my lunch.

_________________________________________________
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