Nature and Media
This section of the unit looks at how we see nature and how we portray that relationship in various media.  It also discusses the various advantages and disadvantages of each media.

“Bear on the Delhi Road”

1. Identify 3 phrases Birney uses to describe the bear on the road.  What impression do these phrases make?

2. What is the tone of the speaker?  Prove.

3. There are instances of repetition in this poem.  Why does Birney choose to use repetition at these points?  What is he trying to emphasize?

4. What does Birney suggest is the relationship between these men and this animal they have taken captive?  Prove.

5. How does Birney’s them compare or contrast to Alden Nowlan’s in “The Bull Moose”?  Explain.

“How We Rescued the Dancing Bears”

1. What advantage does this medium of communication have versus the written word?  Disadvantages?  Provide 2 examples from the video as proof.

2. How does the speaker’s purpose differ from Birney’s?  Similar?

3. What is this film maker’s thesis concerning humans and why they misuse nature’s creatures?  Prove.

4. What techniques does the speaker use to make the content of his message more powerful? 

5. Presentation techniques:  What did you notice about when the speaker provided a slide with facts and information?  
6. What was the purpose of this video?  Why do you think this?
John Mayer’s “Vultures” lyrics and video

1. Who is the speaker in this song?

2. What did you imagine the tone of the speaker of these lyrics to be?  Why?

3. Was the tone that was created by the music and the singer different to what you first through when you had just read the lyrics?

4. Who are the vultures in this song?  Why do you think this?

5. How does the songwriter portray vultures?  Why?
“Vultures” by Achebe

1. Does the speaker describe the vulture in a positive or a negative way?  Use 3 quotes to explain.

2. What is his/her tone?

3. The poet makes an allusion to Belsen.  What is Belsen?  Why would he connect Belsen and vultures?  How are they similar?

4. What mood is created by the speaker’s description of the vultures?

5. What is the theme of the poem as suggested by the final stanza?

