NOVEL RESPONSE JOURNALS

WHAT ARE THEY?

Novel response journals are a student’s own personal response to a particular section of  text.  Their purpose is to show student’s THINKING rather than a plot summary.  

WHAT DO I NEED TO INCLUDE?

You need to represent both Extension/Exploration and Personal Reaction.  

You can represent these 2 areas in several ways:

· your thoughts on a particular section of text. (personal reaction to character, plot, theme, writing style, etc.)

· What you read about that you want/need to know more about to gain a fuller understanding of the text.  (Exploration and extension of knowledge )

· Graphics/pictures with CAPTIONS which allows us to know what you see as you read the text or provides further explanation of some facet of your journal (thinking processes and connections amongst your thoughts)

· Your reaction to other’s published ideas about the text – include sources in your journal (Extension and Exploration)

· Connections to personal experiences or other material you have viewed or read - ie. Movies, similarly themed books, documentaries, etc. (Personal Reflection)

· Links to material on the Internet which would connect to what you read.  CAUTION:  Be sure to include your own connections as well as the materials you viewed.  Just posting a list of similar movies or a set of reviews will not gain you great marks while commenting on these movies or reviews will.

FORMAT:  Use Pages or any similar program which allows you to drag and drop information and graphics.  You require the name of your novel, the section you are responding to, and your name on these pages.  

HOW ARE THEY EVALUATED?

· How clearly do they reflect your thoughts on the novel?

· How sophisticated or deep are your thoughts?

· How much have you extended and connected to the novel?

· How relevant are the graphics?  Is the connection clear or are they just decoration?

· How well is the journal referenced/sourced?  

