NOVEL THEME OUTLINE
Remember this is the bare bones of the essay.  You will need to add the meat by developing you idea through examples and explanation.  Quotations will also add credence to your points.

Pre-writing:

1. This novel is about ___________________________________ ( a word or phrase)

Example:  This novel is about the influence of the past.

2. The author suggests:__________________________________________________________________________( A statement of belief from the author’s viewpoint)

Example:  In Bitter Fruit the author suggests that it is impossible to escape the past no matter how hard you try.

OUTLINE:

Hook _______________________________________________________________

Author ____________________________________________________________

Title ___________________________________________________________________

Thesis/theme ___________________________________________________________________________

SOURCE ________________________________________________________________ ( include any source you may have used to get this idea.  Ie. Schmoop.com.  Any person who does not source a theme they have learned elsewhere is seen to be ‘hiding something’ and it’s considered plagiarism)

Paragraph One 

First evidence of this theme: _________________________________________________ (characters, symbols, setting, plot …)

Example(s) of this evidence

Helpful quotations (Include page numbers where possible.  Kobo users can refer to Tape and side if there are no page numbers)

Paragraph Two: 
Theme can also be seen through: _________________________________________________ (characters, symbols, setting, plot …)

Example(s) of this evidence

Helpful quotations (Include page numbers where possible.  Kobo users can refer to Tape and side if there are no page numbers)

Paragraph Three

The final development of the theme: _________________________________________________ (characters, symbols, setting, plot …)

NOTE: Theme is almost always the most evident in the final chapter(s).  You might choose to look at the impact of the final chapter(s) on the rounding out of the theme.

Example(s) of this evidence

Helpful quotations (Include page numbers where possible.  Kobo users can refer to Tape and side if there are no page numbers)

Conclusion:

SOURCES – Be sure to create a sources page using either APA or MLA style if you have used ANY OUTSIDE published sources to put together your theme essay.  These can include any reading you have done EVEN IF it’s not directly used in your essay.

