Rubric for Assessment of the Childhood Poem
NAME________________

Poem ___________________
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	Theme
	Theme is original and compelling. Supported by all details.
	Theme, while not original, is certainly clear and supported by details of the poem.
	Theme is vague and unclear.  Perhaps contradictory.

	Theme is not present. Just a collection of ideas with no obvious overriding concept.

	STYLE – use of devices /organization
 
5 devices min.

Poem organization/font
	Devices used are effective and original.  All devices contribute to the poem’s mood and imagery.
Both font and organization on the page contribute to the poem’s meaning.
	Devices , while not original or powerful, contribute to the both the poem’s mood and its imagery.
 The font and organization are standard and consistent.  Minor changes in line arrangement would help.
	An attempt at devices but they are unclear or extremely clichéd.
While the form/organization is consistent, the font is difficult to read or does not fit with the poem’s content.
	No evidence of devices.
Organization and font are not effective.

	Title
	Original and effective in light of the poem’s content. Supports and foreshadows the theme.
	Title is appropriate but not that original.  Does not hint at the theme.
	Title is clichéd or unoriginal.  Does not have any importance to the poem.
	No specific title

	Illustration(s)
 
	Enhance understanding of the poem both in literal content and theme.
	Although the illustration does not suggest the theme, it does enhance/support

 the images described.
	The illustration is just decoration and cannot be tied directly to any particular lines or theme.
	There is no connection between the illustration and the poem.

	MECHANICS
Spelling, punctuation, capitalization
	Punctuation, spelling, capitalization are correct.  No errors.
	Punctuation, spelling, capitalization are generally correct, with few errors. (1-2)
	A few errors in punctuation, spelling, capitalization. (3-4)
	Distracting errors in punctuation, spelling, capitalization.


 

