SPOKEN WORD POETRY
There is an assumption that all spoken word poetry is slam poetry or a rant.  Let’s first define:

RANT: 

To speak or write in an angry or violent manner; rave.

To utter or express with violence or extravagance:

The Beat Poets were known to have written rants against what angered them.  For example McClure wrote “For the Death of 100 Whales .  

Rants are typified by the passionate criticism of someone or something.  

SLAM POETRY 

Synonymous with Poetry Slam 
A spoken-word poetry competition 

This suggests that all slam poetry does not have to be loud or aggressive as its name might seem to suggest.  It’s just a competition style.

SPOKEN WORD POETRY

Written poetry performed for an audience. “Because it is performed, this poetry tends to demonstrate a heavy use of rhythm, improvisation, free association, rhymes, rich poetic phrases , word play and slang.  It is more aggressive and ‘in your face’ than more formal forms of poetry” 

<www.nelson-atkins.org/images/PDF/.../PoetrySlam_SpokenWord.pdf‎>

EXERCISE #1:  Listen to Shayne Koyczan’s  “Bullying “ piece, Zaccheus Jackson’s “Invicta” and “We are More”.  Make a chart which compares them in terms of:

Purpose, use of rhythm, poetic phrases,  word play and slang, narrative or lyric, rant or just spoken word poem, overall tone and the mood each creates.  Be sure to listen for and record key phrases and examples.  These pieces are also on the Teacher Page if you need to go back over them.  

EXERCISE 2:

Write your own rant or spoken word poem about something you feel passionately about.  Below is an example about the traffic circles
Roundabout

It’s so simple it’s incredible

Not rocket science.

Your destination is inevitable - 

Don’t signal in 

There’s just one way to go.

Keep driving round the circle 

No need to slow 

Down for those entering

Just start signaling

When you’re on your way out

Of this stupid roundabout

Come on now,

Don’t leave me hanging

Use your signal light 

I can’t read your mind 

Are you stupid or blind?

It’s just a simple circle of cement

And what’s evident

Is that you need to learn to drive

Signal dammit!
