SPOKEN WORD POETRY ASSIGNMENT
PART ONE:

YOU HAVE 2 CHOICES:

CHOICE A :  Write a spoken word poem which contains the criteria of a spoken word poem.  Criteria:

a. Must have a specific purpose/theme.

b. Must be no shorter than 1 minute  long and no longer than 3 minutes.

c. Must manipulate language in at least 3 of the following ways:

· poetic words and phrases – metaphors, similes, etc.

· word play – reservation, race

· rhythm – your rhythm may change throughout the piece 

· rhyme – intermittent rhyme is fine.

· Powerful adjectives and adverbs

 CHOICE B:  Choose a poem which has already been written and speaks to you.  Write   a reflection which includes what speaks to you in this poem as well as what poetic methods the poet used to write the poem.  You can refer to the list above as a guideline.  

PART TWO – Present your poem.  Whether you chose to write your own poem or to comment on one already written, you need to perform/read/present this poem.  You may do so in a variety of ways : multimedia presentation, poetry slam style, recording your voice and playing it to the class or putting the recording on line for us to hear, record your reading with a webcam.

WORKING IN PAIRS or THREES:  If you think you might like to write and perform a poem in pairs or threes, you need to follow the guidelines from “Counting Graves” in Louder than A Bomb.

· each member must speak separately.

· Each member must write his/her own part of the choral reading.

· Each member must create a clear identifiable character with a separate voice .

· You may speak some parts together.

· The piece must be at least 3 minutes long.

