SYNECDOCHE AND METONYMY

Synecdoche. In synecdoche, a part of something is used to refer to the whole entity, or a whole entity is used to refer to part of something.

1.
WATCH THE VIDEO AT :

http://education-portal.com/academy/lesson/synecdoche-vs-metonymy-definitions-examples.html#lesson
Make a list of the various synecdoche examples in the short video.

2.
Below are some sentences which contain synecdoche.  For each example underline the synecdoche and below it write what word or phrase it is substituting for.
Ex.
He has many mouths to feed.
People.
1.
There are so many pairs of hands working there.

2.
All eyes were on him.

3.
Put your “John Hancock” here.

4.
I paid for my purchases with plastic.

5.
“I filled Vinnie full of lead” said Rocko the gangster.

Synecdoche Forms 
From http://examples.yourdictionary.com/examples-of-synecdoche.html
Part to Represent Whole
It is common in our language for part of something to be used to represent the whole.

For example:

· The word “bread” can be used to represent food in general or money (e.g. he is the breadwinner; music is my bread and butter). 

· The word “sails” is often used to refer to a whole ship.

· The phrase "hired hands" can be used to refer to workmen.

· The word "wheels" refers to a vehicle.

Whole to Represent a Part
Using the whole to refer to a part is also a common practice in speech today.
For example:

· At the Olympics, you will hear that the United States won a gold medal in an event. That actually means a team from the United States, not the country as a whole.  

· If “the world” is not treating you well, that would not be the entire world but just a part of it that you've encountered.

· The word "society" is often used to refer to high society or the social elite.

· The "pentagon" can refer to a few decision-making generals.

· "Capitol Hill" refers to both the U.S. Senate and the House of Representatives.  

Class as Representing the Whole

A large group or class is sometimes used to represent a portion of it.

· One example of this is referring to the United States as “America” when the “Americas” is actually made up of many countries.

· "Milk" is commonly used to refer to cow's milk when, in reality there are many sources of milk.

Specific Part Representing A Whole

Sometimes a specific thing is used to denote an entire class or group of things.  

· Asking someone to put their “John Hancock” on a document refers to anyone putting their signature there.  

· It is fairly common in the United States to refer to any carbonated beverage as “Coke”.

Material Representing an Object

The material used to make something, or that was used in the past, is often used to represent the entire object.

For example:

· Silverware or dishes made of silver may be called “silver” even if they aren't sold silver. 

· The word “plastic” is commonly used to refer to credit cards.

· When a golfer plays with their "woods" they are referring to their longest golf clubs.

· The word "lead" is commonly used to refer to bullets.

Container Representing its Contents

Lastly, the name of a container may be used to denote its contents.  

· One example is using the word “barrel” for a barrel of oil or beer.

· A "keg" is used to refer to a keg of beer.   

Metonymy: Stand-Ins for Other Words
From <http://examples.yourdictionary.com/examples-of-metonymy.html>
A Word Functioning as a Metonymy

Understanding the context of a metonymy is important. For example, the word "pen" is not always standing in for the written word; often, it just refers to the physical object of a pen.

The examples below include both the metonymy and the possible words for which the metonymy would fill in:

· Crown - in place of a royal person

· The Pentagon - to refer to the staff

· The restaurant - to refer to the staff

· Ears - for giving attention ("Lend me your ears!" from Mark Antony in Julius Caesar)

· Eyes - for sight

· The library - for the staff or the books

· Hand - for help

· The name of a country - used in place of the government, economy, etc.

· The name of a church - used in place of its individual members

· The name of a sports team - used in place of its individual members

While these word examples provide a good example of what a metonymy is and how it functions, sentence examples will further help to explain the use of this figure of speech.

Sentences Using a Metonymy

These sentences will further enhance your appreciation and understanding of metonymies. The metonymy is underlined.

· We must wait to hear from the crown until we make any further decisions.

· The White House will be announcing the decision around noon today.

· If we do not fill out the forms properly, the suits will be after us shortly.

· She's planning to serve the dish early in the evening.

· The Pentagon will be revealing the decision later on in the morning.

· The restaurant has been acting quite rude lately.

· Learn how to use your eyes properly!

· The library has been very helpful to the students this morning.

· That individual is quite the silver fox.

· Can you please give me a hand carrying this box up the stairs?

· The United States will be delivering the new product to us very soon.

· Saint Thomas will be coming to the soup kitchen to help out next Sunday after Mass.

· The Yankees have been throwing the ball really well, and they have been hitting better than they have been in the past few seasons.

