THE BIG IDEAS ENGLISH 11 NOVELS



The Help

-  “Change comes at a price.”  How is this true for not only the black maids but Skeeter herself?  Refer to at least 3 events in the novel. 
-  Heroes and villains – popular novels often use characters who absolutely love or admire and those we ‘love to hate’.  Is this true of The Help?  Explain with reference to at least 3 characters in the novel and support from the text.  
-  Skeeter refers to her world in her home town as a a microcosm. (a community, place, or situation regarded as encapsulating in miniature the characteristic qualities or features of something much larger.) How does Skeeter’s world represent the world at large? ( HINT:  How do the attitudes and values of both the black and white community reflect the attitudes and values of the nation?)

Lord of the Flies
· Symbols play a major role in the novel.  Discuss how 3 of the symbols changed both physically and metaphorically during the course of the novel. Use specific examples from the novel in your answer.

·  There are a number of quotes collected from a previous class.  Choose 3 which you feel are applicable to the novel and explain how they are connected with specific references to the novel.

· Discuss Golding’s theme and provide at least 3 examples of how he brings it to light through the course of the novel.

·  Machiavelli , a famous Renaissance writer, observed that “ It is better to be feared than loved’ and “one who is good will fall to grief among so many who are not”.  How does these 2 quotes apply to the novel.  Make reference to at least 3 characters in your answer.

TKAM
-The world of children and its loss through growing into adolescence is explored by the novel. Choose either A or B
A.  Explain how Harper Lee sees the world of childhood with reference to at least 3 major events.
B.  What influences/changes occur as character’s enter the adolescent world?  Make reference to at least 3 major events.

· Title significance What is the significance of the title?  Refer to at least 3 examples from the novel in your answer.
· Atticus’ philosophy can be summed up in his statement “You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view... Until you climb inside of his skin and walk around in it.” Provide three examples of Atticus’ philosophy at work in the novel.  

· “Atticus Finch is a heroic almost superhuman character.”  Explain whether you feel this statement is true with reference to at least 3 examples from the novel.

The Lovely Bones
· the novel is rife with symbolism Choose at least 3 objects which you feel are important symbols and explain what each represents in the novel.  Provide specific examples in your answer.

- This novel is not a crime novel, but rather a novel about how people deal with loss and grief.  Suggest a statement of theme which Seybold creates through her novel and support with at least 3 examples from the novel.

· The point of view of the novel is unique in that Susie tells her story from the in between space between her world and the next.  Discuss whether this is an effective method of narration with reference to the text.  I suggest you look at 3 strengths or reasons why this method adds to the novel.  You of course are welcome to also discuss why this method weakens the novel in 3 instances.  
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