“THE CHALK OUTLINE” GROUP ACTIVITY

‘Who dun it’?
This short story is full of ambiguity.  Who is actually the villain?  Who has done all of the upsetting things to Carolyn?  Are some of them mere coincidence?  
1. Students will be assigned a group and a ‘suspect’ who may have been responsible for the list of wrongdoings/mishaps listed.

2. Students will form a theory of how their suspect is involved using TEXT AS EVIDENCE.  You may write off at least 2 incidents as coincidence, but no more.  You may choose to plead your suspect’s innocence or guilt.  Regardless, you must discuss your suspect’s motives (or lack thereof),  his/her involvement with each incident and THE TEXT WHICH SUPPORTS YOUR CASE.

3. Your group will present their findings in an engaging way including some form of visual aid which supports/explains your case.  The visual aid should add to your presentation rather than just be decoration.  IT SHOULD NOT BE THE MAIN PART OF YOUR PRESENTATION.  YES, SOMEONE NEEDS TO SPEAK.  

ILOS – These are the learning outcomes which will be measured when you are working in your group.
A.
ORAL LANGUAGE

Group work:

A4 select, adapt, and apply a range of strategies to interact and collaborate with others in pairs and groups, including initiating and sharing responsibilities, listening actively, and contributing ideas and supporting the ideas of others (individually/peer/self assessed)
A5 select, adapt, and apply a range of strategies to prepare oral communications, including interpreting a task and setting a purpose, generating ideas, considering multiple perspectives, synthesizing relevant knowledge and experiences and planning and rehearsing presentations.
(individually/peer/self assessed)
Presentation:

A6 select, adapt, and apply a range of strategies to express ideas and information in oral communications, including visual aids. (group assessment)
B.
COMPREHENSION
Presentation of motive and evidence
B7 after reading and viewing, select, adapt, and apply a range of strategies  to extend and confirm meaning including  making inferences and drawing conclusions – This ILO means that you can find evidence in the text to  support and confirm your theory. (Group assessment)
Which incidents do you need to address?

a. The screeching tires which Carolyn hears when she got out of the shower.

b. The dead Fido.

c. The chalk outline in the hallway.

d. The inappropriate mail she receives.

e. The golf ball through the window.

f. The fire.

g. The car which almost runs her over.

How do we present?  It’s really up to you what the most interesting the thorough method of presentation might be.  Think of what we look for as an audience:

a. Interest

b. Clarity of ideas

c. Logic

