THEME
THEME IS A STATEMENT OF WHAT THE WRITER INTENDS TO POINT OUT ABOUT LIFE OR ANY OTHER SUBJECT.

IT IS MORE THAN ONE WORD.

0
HOW DO I DECIDE ON A THEME?

STEP ONE:  
What is this story about?  Put your answer in a single word or phrase.

For example:  young love.

STEP TWO:
What does the author say about this word or phrase? (Avoid clichés like “Everything happens for a reason.”)

For example:  Young love is often foolish or impetuous.

STEP THREE:  Can I prove this statement with more than one example from the text?

For example:
Romeo agrees to marry Juliet in the morning after just meeting her in the evening.



Romeo swears to love Rosaline forever but gets over her in an instance.



Romeo immediately kills himself when he thinks Juliet is dead.

“The Possibility of Evil”

Using this story, use the same steps as outlined above to discover the theme.

STEP ONE:

This story is about ___________________________________________________.

STEP TWO:

The author is saying that __________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________.

STEP THREE:  Evidence of this theme can be seen in the following examples or quotations:

