Theme ideas from “Sunday in the Park”
Below is the collection of ideas surrounding theme from the story. 
1.
 Read over each suggested theme and rate it as:
NT
Not a statement of theme.  This is just an explanation of the plot not the idea behind it.

IC
It’s a theme, but it’s not the point of the story. (For example, women think men who spit are sexy and powerful).

BB
The idea is somewhere there but needs depth.  It could be better explained.


If you can add, “Yes, but why?” the theme needs depth.

SO
Spot on.  This statement really nails it and says it well.

REMINDER:  These are the thoughts of your fellow students.  Be kind but helpful in your criticism/discussion.
______Even when we know we are doing the right thing, we still feel bad about ourselves.

______The result of bullying and how the bullied often take up the role of the bully.

______Small petty things become big arguments.

______Trying to resolve things logically does not always work out.  Sometimes violence is necessary.

______Even though society says it’s Brains over Brawn, it’s not true.

______Power can change people and control situations.

______You don’t’ have to be a child to be affected by others.

______If you don’t deal with an issue the way you wanted to, it will bother you in the future.

_____
The struggle in society between classes.

_____
Power struggle between physical size in male society.

_____
Doing the right thing doesn’t always work out right.

______
If you don’t deal with someone who is being rude to you or someone you know, you will turn into that person.

_____
Who will fight for what they want.

______
This man is acting this way because he seem to feel like Morton and his wife are putting themselves above him and his son.

______
Masculinity is important to others more than it is to yourself.

_____
Even though we live in a civilized world, men still measure themselves by physical attributes and abilities.

______
A man should stand up for his family and not be a coward.

______
A struggle between classes, one acts more superior than the other based off appearance.

______
A husband should stand up and protect his family or your wife is going to haunt you.

______
How you deal with conflict can determine how others see you as a man.

_____
Masculinity can be easily taken.

_____
The lack of masculinity that both men show and how the wife wanted the husband to fight but he walked away.

_____
Her husband is a wimp and she has taken matters into her own hands taking charge and having the physical power to overthrow the lower class.

_____
Women need to have a strong defender that can protect them and their offspring, and they don’t respect a man who doesn’t do that.

_____
It is better to resolve your problems with words rather than actual fighting.

_____
When masculinity is not displayed, it’s embarrassing and improper.

2.
Put a star next to the top 3 statements of theme.  Be prepared to explain why you chose these three.
3.
In pairs or groups of 3, discuss your choices and then hand in a copy of your rating AS A GROUP.  
