WHAT I KNOW IS TRUE – A GUIDE TO WRITING YOUR OWN SPOKEN WORD POEM
1. WHAT TO WRITE/SPEAK ABOUT?

Choose something you care about, something you would defend when challenged.  Make a list of these things. If you’re stuck, start a list : Things I Know Are True  or  What Makes the World a Wonderful Place

Ex.  Kindness has more lasting effects than cruelty.

2. WHAT NOW?

“Try mind-mapping it out. On a blank sheet of paper, give yourself a situation. Write the first word that comes to your mind. Continue doing so until after a minute. You will then have a list of words. From this batch, pick one that interests you to explore as a topic. Or perhaps you already have something that is fascinates you or a theme you want already want to explore. If so jot down words that would associate with this theme and branch out your ideas from what you get.”
From Darkztar.com

3. COME UP WITH SOME POWERFUL IMAGES OR PHRASES OR WORD PLAY YOU WANT TO USE IN YOUR POEM.  In your own actual spoken word poem, you will need to use at least 5 figurative devices.

4.
FREE WRITE – Just write on your feelings and thoughts on the subject.          Feel free to ramble if you need because you will be tightening up your images later.

5. CULL THE GOOD STUFF – From your free write siphon off the best of your ideas and use the images and devices from #3 to make them richer.  Choose where you need rhyme or word play or poetic phrases and where plain speaking would work. Write your poem.

6. STAGE DIRECTION: Using your rough draft,  decide where you need pauses, stage directions, changes in font or punctuation.

  In writing your Spoken Word Poems, using comas, dashes and       brackets will give the reader different meanings, effects and emphasis. For example, putting a dash after you finish a verse brings the reader to a halt. However this halt continues after they read the next line which would be a continuation of the previous verse because of the dash. Dashes are an effective way to bring out certain lines, words and ideas in writing.  (Darkztar.com)
       7.
PRESENTATION DECISIONS: Decide on how you intend to present this poem.  Will you perform it live?  Use a web cam and make a video of you speaking?  Will you make a video of your voice and background like in Shane Koyczan’s ‘pork chop’ poem?  

