WRITING A PARAGRAPH OF LITERARY RESPONSE
PURPOSE:  To analyze an author’s use of writing craft or concept using textual evidence as support.

Commonly Asked Questions:

1.
Does this response need to be in paragraph form?

Yes, please respond using sentence form and paragraphs rather than point form.

2.
Can I use “I” in my response?

No – literary analysis does not use “I”.  You may use ‘the reader’ in place of ‘I’.

3.
Do I use formal or informal language?

You must use formal language and sentence structure that is varied and sophisticated.

4.
Can I use slang?

Avoid slang like ‘jock’ unless you put ‘ ’ around the word to indicate you recognize it as slang.

5.
Can I provide my opinion about the story or my overall feelings surrounding the subject?

Sorry, no.  An analysis does not ask you to provide your personal connections or opinions.  Just answer the question.

6.
Do I need quotations?

Absolutely.  All of your quotations should support your points.  

7.
How many points do I need?  

Unless a question specifies, you with the magic number of 3.  

8.
How am I being marked?

You are being evaluated on the 4 pt. scale in terms of the following ILOS:

C14 
Using writing conventions (Spelling, punctuation, etc.)

C2
Write meaningful texts to explain and analyze.
THE FORMULA FOR A SUCCESSFUL LITERARY ANALYSIS PARAGRAPH

1. Begin with a hook – a catchy quotation or a rhetorical question or a universal statement that hints at the content of the paragraph.

2. Include a statement of author, title and key words in the topic.

3. 3 points to answer the question with a quotation and explanation per quote. Quotes need to be smoothly  and effectively integrated.

PEE – point, example, explanation

4. A conclusion which sums up the topic without being repetitive.

LITERARY ANALYSIS USING “THE PHOTOGRAPH”

Step One:

Below are some choices to write a paragraph of literary response.  CHOOSE ONE.
1. Discuss how the theme of the story emerges in conjunction with the actions and responses of three characters from the story. Remember that theme must be a statement of belief.  For example, art is not a theme, but a subject.  What the story suggests about the nature of art ( For example, art must be intentional) is a theme.
2. Most short stories have a central dilemma, but this story seems to have more.  Discuss three dilemmas that Anthony must deal with and how each are resolved (or not).

3. Discuss what is symbolized by both the photograph and the negative in this story.  Make reference to at least 3 character’s reactions in the story.

4. Some may criticize this story for its use of stock characters which could make it cliché.  Is this a fair criticism considering the characters and their actions?  Be sure to include the ending of the story in your analysis.

5. The falling action and conclusion of this story are quite lengthy.  What purposes are served by such a lengthy falling action and conclusion?

6. Is there a dynamic character within this story, or do the characters who are developed remain static?  Support with details from the story.
7. Irony is the introduction of the unexpected twist in a piece of literature.  Discuss the author’s use of 3 ironies and their effect on the reader.

Step Two:

PLAN your paragraph by brainstorming your 3 points 

Point One:

Point Two:

Point Three:

Step Three:  Fill in the planner 

PARAGRAPH OF LITERARY ANALYSIS PLANNER

Hook __________________________________________________________

Author ___________________________________________________

Title ______________________________________________________

Key word(s) ________________________________________________________

Point one _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Supporting text

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Explanation/connection

Point two _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Supporting text

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Explanation/connection

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Point three _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Supporting text

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Explanation/connection

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion:
Step Four:  Write your rough draft.
Sample of Literary Analysis  - “The Interlopers”

Plot twists are a common element in the writing of Saki.  A strong example of his use of irony occurs in his short story “The Interlopers”.  Readers are taken through numerous plot twists,  all with the intention of building theme and character.  Initially, Saki describes a man, Ulrich, who is hunting in his own forest preserve.  The reader assumes he is in search of wild game, but that assumption is quickly changed when the narrator tells the reader that Ulrich is on a quest for “a human enemy”.  The reader then begins to understand the vindictive nature of Ulrich and learns of the century long family feud which motivates Ulrich.  Shortly, Ulrich is brought face to face with his enemy and prey, Georg Znaeym, whom he has vowed to shoot immediately. Yet, when they come face to face he can’t pull the trigger, influenced by “civilization which calls to him”.  Through this irony, Saki begins to outline his theme that human civilization interferes with basic human instincts of territoriality and survival by making us pause to consider the consequences of murder.  Unfortunately for Ulrich and Georg, they are both trapped under a large beech tree which falls on them and after a series of incidents they decide to end their family feud.  But this is not the true irony. Despite the unexpected decision to become friends, the men decide to call for help which brings on their deaths.  As Ulrich looks into the forest for what Georg thinks is a rescue party, Ulrich realizes they are about to be attacked by “wolves”.  The civilized manner in which they work together causes their demise.   Such an ironic ending alerts the reader to the purpose of Saki’s use of irony.  He outlines for the reader how our animal natures and territorial natures have been dulled by civilization, causing many humans to fall prey to those creatures who still have strong animal instincts.  
