WRITING A PERSONAL RESPONSE TO WRITTEN TEXTS AND VISUAL MATERIAL
PURPOSE:  To express the connections/emotions which you experienced reading/viewing a text.  This response should include evidence from the piece you are referring to as well as your own personal connections to that evidence.
Commonly Asked Questions:

1.
Does this response need to be in paragraph form?

Yes, please respond using sentence form and paragraphs rather than point form.

2.
Can I use “I” in my response?

Yes.

3.
Do I use formal or informal language?

You may use informal language as the writing should reflect how you express yourself.

4.
Can I use slang?

You may but please use ‘ ‘ around the slang to show you recognize it as slang.  
DO NOT USE PROFANITY.

5.
Can I say that I don’t like something because it was boring?

Yes, but go beyond “This was stupid or boring.”  Tell me why it was stupid or boring.

6.
Do I need quotations?

Not necessarily, but you do need to refer to specific lines or ideas from the text/visual.  

7.
How am I being marked?

You are being evaluated on the 4 pt. scale in terms of the following ILOS:
C14 
Using writing conventions (Spelling, punctuation, etc.)
C1
Write meaningful personal texts that reflect, connect, respond and recall.

What does a personal response look like?

When we watched Shayne Koyczan’s “Porkchop” video, I really liked the way that he combined the images, music and words to create the mood.  Perhaps my favorite line was the one about how high schools are actually circuses and the students who don’t fit in are ‘walking the tightrope”. I thought that was the perfect way to describe how scary and dangerous school can be.  I also like the fact that he says they walk the tightrope at night, when the rest of the school is asleep.  It’s like when people worry 24/7 about what other people might say or how they can’t escape school, even when they’re at home.  I think the best part of Koyczan’s poem is the end when he puts the word ‘beauty’ across the screen.  Even though the poem seems sad and he shows how bullies can dominate our lives, he keeps mentioning beauty and telling his audience that beauty is possible if you just believe it.  

