WRITING ABOUT THEME
THEME is a commonly misused term.  Often a theme is described by a single word.  [image: image1.png]



THIS IS NOT THEME.  For example the theme of Macbeth is not merely MANIPULATION. This word is a SUBJECT. Theme  is in fact a STATEMENT:  Humans can allow themselves to be manipulated when what is being offered is what they actually desire.

HOW DO I FIND A THEME?

Theme can be found by answering 2 questions:

QUESTION #1 : What is this literary piece (novel, poem, short story) about?
USE A SINGLE WORD of PHRASE -  This word or phrase is your SUBJECT.

QUESTION #2:  What does the author suggest about this SUBJECT?  Write the answer as a statement.  THIS STATEMENT is your THEME.

HOW DO I WRITE AN ESSAY ABOUT A NOVEL’S THEME?

Theme can emerge through many methods:

1. Characters can become examples of theme.  For example, Macbeth and Lady Macbeth represent characters who desire power even before the onset of the play.

2. Symbols can represent theme.  In Lord of the Flies, all symbols which represent order are destroyed and replaced in importance by those of violence and disorder, suggesting that violence is a natural consequence of no adult supervision.

3. Setting can support theme. To Kill a Mockingbird is set in the South of the United States, where racism was accepted to a certain degree.  The theme that racism is caused by upbringing can be supported by the characters who grew up in that setting.

4. Plot can also reveal theme.  In Lord of the Flies, the various events of violence given credence to Golding’s theme that violence is prevalent where there are no rules or authority figures.

In writing your essay, choose any combination of these methods.  As long as you connect characters, symbol, settings or any plot events to the creation of plot, you’re golden.  See the attached sample for further ideas.

Some helpful sites:
homeworktips.about.com › ... › Writing a Book Report NOTE – This is actually a list of SUBJECTS not actual theme statements.

http://www.life123.com/parenting/education/children-reading/12-most-common-themes-in-literature.shtml
REMEMBER – If you use any outside source for ‘ideas’ for your theme essay, be sure to cite it.  Otherwise your essay is actually plagiarized and NO ONE WANTS A ZERO.

